Why Consider Low Impact Development?
Why should local governments consider Low Impact Development (LID)?  There are several reasons to consider LID.  They range from increase in property value, lower cost to develop and maintain infrastructure, open space for recreation and utilizing natural features to control storm water and it’s pollutants.  Traditional layouts or designs do not incorporate non-structural water quality design practices.  This can have an adverse affect on streams, lakes and drinking water supplies.  
Phase II of the Clean Water Act, which is a mandated program from both the U.S. EPA and Ohio EPA, which forces urbanized communities like your own to meet water quality standards.  One way to assure meeting the strict standards of this clean water act is through mechanizism, such as LID.  The EPA would like to see smart growth and green development to occur through your local community ordinances.  Once these adverse storm water impacts occur to your community’s watershed, it is more costly to perform corrective measure.  It is very important to address water quality concerns at the planning stage versus after the development.
Many individual have a false sense of LID.  They feel it will bring down property value.  LID has proven itself time after time to increase property values.  It allows for buffers between developments, common open space and a network of trails between neighborhoods.  

There are several reasons to consider Low Impact Development ranging from economics and environmental reasons.  It has occurred in several areas throughout the United States over the past 20 years and has proven itself over the years.
