Who Will Pay for All This Infrastructure?
Communities are struggling to pay for the unfunded mandates of the Clean Water Act.  The Ohio Revised Code does provide a funding mechanism for counties to form a Stormwater District.  This allows any landowner with infrastructure or improvements to be assessed a rate for the stormwater that is generated from their property.  The rate goes up as the impervious surface increase.  Commercial and industrial areas will be charged more than the homeowner.  Anyone who utilizes the public roads whether they are township, county or state owned utilize the storm sewer systems, which need to be maintained.  Or they produce pollutants, in which these storm sewer systems carry to local waterways.  This funding concept is call a stormwater utility and also known as a drainage user fee.  Just like waterlines or sanitary sewers charge a user fee, so can stormwater districts.

Urban sprawl has abandoned pre-existing infrastructure (roads, sanitary and storm sewers and other public utilities) and moved to the urban fringes and consumed rural lands.  As these areas grow we need to provide new infrastructure and that brings installation cost.  This also impacts the local areas existing infrastructure.  Schools become under sized; roads need to be widened and waste water treatment plants need to be expanded.  As this sprawl moves outward and consumes more land, the city’s core are abandoned along with that entire existing infrastructure.  With modern site layout, we must drive to corner stores and parks.  Neighborhoods are not pedestrian friendly or provide open space.  Obesity rates are climbing with health care cost and they are proportionate to longer commutes.
So everything is in an economic whirlwind, and who will pay for our choices.  Of course the tax payers!  We have abandoned the infrastructure in the older towns and they need to be replaced as you read.  In the mean time, there is infrastructure that needs to be replaced in suburban areas and they will need to be replaced in the future.  Each community will have different expenses based on the amount and age of their infrastructure.  We as local leaders, employees, taxpayers and citizens need to consider changes and the economic burdens the future generation will have to deal with.
