Low Impact Development:  Who Really Saves?
What is Low Impact Development (LID)?  Maybe you have heard of it as conservation design or open space development.  LID is an eco-friendly approach to land development and management of the storm water that continuously impacts after the development has occurred.  LID emphasizes both planning techniques and designing urban growth to protect, conserve and utilize natural features within our landscapes.  It incorporates natural site elements and the topography rather than shaping the land to meet the design.
LID has a proven track record that everyone benefits.  Developers save due to the decrease of infrastructure and construction cost, such as utilities, pavement, curbs, storm sewers and storm water basins.  The local government saves because there are fewer infrastructures to maintain and utilizes natural features, such as floodplains and wetlands to treat storm water pollutants.  The general public saves by less infrastructure to maintain, more open space, less impacts to drinking water supplies  and a community feel within their neighborhoods.
Even though there are several economic benefits, there are also several environmental benefits.  It reduces pollution loads, thermo pollution and protects biological integrity within our Lakes, streams, rivers and wetlands.  LID protects infrastructure from being built within hazard zones, such as, extremely steep slopes, flood plains, wetlands or unstable soils.  Most of all, it balances local growth needs with the protection of environmentally sensitive areas.
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For more information on LID:

Low Impact Development Center: http://www.lowimpactdevelopment.org/
U.S. EPA: http://www.epa.gov/owow/nps/urban.html
